AN ANTENNAL ANOMALY IN STRONGYLIUM TEXATUM 
(COLEOPTERA: TENEBRIONIDAE)^ 


Karol Lenko2 

A tenebrionid beetle Strongylium texatum Maklin, 1864, with a very interest- 
ing teratologic character was collected by Messias Carrera in Jundiai, State of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, 11.XII.1966. 

The specimen was quite normal except for the right antenna, which was bi- 
furcate (fig. 1). This bifurcation starts from the seventh segment which, modi- 
fied in its aspect, as seen in fig. 1, is enlarged and blended with segments eight 
of both branches. Segments eight and nine, as well as ten and eleven, of the 
right branch, in which the deformation occurs, are thicker and fused; two small 
lateral transverse and irregular sulci indicate the limits of the fused segments. An 
identical sulcus can be observed between segments seven and eight on the left 
branch of the bifurcation, but the three last segments of this branch are quite 
normal and show no modification. 



Fig. 1 . — Strongylium texatums head with normal left antenna, and bifurcate 
right antenna. 

The above described anomaly, according to teratological classification, are 
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known as: unilateral antennal melomelia, or more precisely, binary heterody- 
namic schistomelia. 

Descriptors: Coleoptera; Tenebrionidae; Strongylium texatum, antennal anom- 
aly; anomaly in Strongylium texatum; Brazil, Strongylium texatum. 
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